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Haig' Was- Shot 
By His Own . - 
Smoking Cun 

The full story can now be told of 
how a 19-year-old Nicaraguan made 
0 world-class monkey OUtofSecre- 
tary of State Alexander.Halgf. In- 
credible- as it may seem, Haig was 
largely responsible for his own hu- 
miliation, ’ ‘ ■ -v^j *■-<■ ■*-» 

Though Washington . . officials . 
would like- to forget- it. most of the-^ 
World remembers the- -carefully . 
staged appearance of -young Orlando. 
Jose Tardenclllft at a State-- Depart- 
ment press conference on March 12. , 
The sandlnista atfipling waa sup- 
posed to be living proof that Nica- 
ragua was aiding and abetting leftist 
guerrillas In El Salvador;/ - 
Instead, of course,.- he told the 
world— live, on network - TV, 

thoughtfully arranged by his Amer- 
ican coaches— that his confessions 
incriminating the Nicaraguan regime 
had been wrung out of him by tor- ' 
ture and were pure horsefeatherS, - / ; 

It was i bad day tor Haig and his 
hardliners. All hands responsible for - 
the fiasco attempted a nasty diseft* 
gagement. ■ s 

The State Department, caught 
red-handed, could Only Stammer and ' 
stutter in embarrassment. The CIA - ■ 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■I XJHpwl 

at first piously proclaimed its inno- 
; ’s Gen ce of any involvement in the pa* 

- thetic affair. Whep the absurdity of 
f hi ,® l in * ,« e f ame obvious, the spooks 

; judiciously leaked * secret document 
*0 a trusted reporter, which tended 
to show that TaMencilla’s interro- 
(Jation by CIA hxperts .had been 
. painstakingly thorough. . / .77 -7 
The truth of ^|e matter is this: - 
uw s* 0 Intelligence . people knew 
about Tardencilla almost as Soon as 
he was captured in January, 1981. 

- Not only' that, but some State De- 

partment' officials' greeted his con* 
fessions" with open skepticism. “His 
story. was a little shaky* one diplo* 
ftiatitf source recalled, “that whole 
thing sounded phony/” * ' - ' ’7- 

7 . What particularly turned off state ’ 
Department people was Tarden- 
eilla's claim that- he had received' 
guerriha training to Ethiopia, this 
made- no sense. Nicaragua and Cuba • 
have ample traming facilities for EP 
Salvador-bound guerrillas. Why send 1 

recruits all the jvay to Africa? 

Eventually, ‘the 4981- ’captive’s 
supposed Confession was filed and 
forgotten, as it should have been. 

But early this year, , Haig began 
claiming the United States had proof 
positive that the Sandinisfa regime • 
n Nicaragua was deeply involved in 
31 Salvador. Hb was challenged by 
Congress and the prese to produce - 

the “smoking 

It was at itos peint r apparently, 
that someone remembered the youhg 

Nicaraguan prisoner, .whose confes- 


* sion so neatly matched the Haig the^ 
Oty of Sahdinista involvement in El 

’* Salvador’s civil war. i * 

- l* rortimately for young Tardencilla, 
his Salvadoran cdptors had never* 
9 uite given up hope of exploiting the" 
confession they had extracted under 

^. torture. _ So they kept him -alive* 
against the day when his bizarre tale 
couto be turned into useful prop# 
.,gandg. . 

MV reporters . Jon -Lee 'Aridersdit . 
7> “d Lucette Lagnado reached Tar- 
.. dencilla by telephone in Nicaragua,'. 

• where he is now a national herd, He* 

. - told them what happened next; 

. Early in March, he was visited to/' 
i his solitary prison cell by an Amer* 5 
learn official. Tardencilla said the 
American told him he could either' 
come to the United States and tell'-' 
his story or be left to rot in jail, - •• 
.■ft ^as on easy choice to make,* 
The young Nicaraguan had -beerf- 1 

* hnitally tortured by the Salvador 
poliee and kept in solitary for virtu* ’ 
ally an entire year, ^ 4 •- • > 

* -i day alter the American’s vis- - 
it, Tardencilla was flown.to Miami,* ’ 
then on to Washington, i ~ v 

- The ltoyearmld soldier, eager to 
improve his lot, told the interred- - 

1 tors what they wanted to hear, tie 
guessed at specifies and came close 1 
■enough to satisfy, them, • 
so his interrogators . proudly*: 
presented the young Nicaraguan as' 
the “smoking gun* that their boss so 
desperately needed, And it blew up 
in A1 Haig’s face, Tdlt 
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